COTTER-GASSVILLE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Minutes - April 15, 2014 General Mtg.
Meeting was called to order by Chamber President Marcia Taylor at 8:00 a.m.
Pledge of Allegiance
Gary Blanck – White River Lions Club (Sponsor) introduced Jennifer Carry with Arkansas Lions Club who’s message it “To Serve” Lions Club International has 3.1 million members and missions is to help those in need. Some of the programs they have are giving sight to those who have none with Nights of the Blind which helped Jennifer gain her sight. They also have youth programs, the lions quest and work with those battling diabetes, they also work with the environment and with disaster relief. They also have international relations and coupled with the Gates Foundation to eradicate River Blindness. In their effort to help the blind if anyone has any used eye glasses they always take those. 
Paul Gigliotti – White River Marathon for Kenya. This year will mark the 11th year that this event will be here in the area. Last year 686 people signed up to run the race. US track and field actually marks the track which will make the race an official qualifier for the Boston Marathon. Sponsorship of the race is encouraged and there are three levels. Bronze at $500.00, Silver at $1000.00 and Gold at $2000.00. They School will play host to the event with a kickoff dinner the Friday before. Runners will dine on pasta to gear up for the race and breakfast will be available the morning of the race so runners can gather and get all runners there race packets. This events are good opportunities to have a booth from area vendors. The track itself will lend to sponsorships opportunities. With a $100.00 you can have your own aid station with you businesses banners and materials. Bags are a great way to advertise and would be a good way for the Chamber to get its name out there. Bags can be handed out so that runners have something to place all there items in. They bag can contain info on area business and maps. Paul can be reached at 870-404-8363 or rd@whiterivermarathon.com.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jane Darr – Update on Trout Fest – This is a Community Festival highlighting Cotter and Gassville. We are all encouraged to let everyone we meet and talk to know about the festival and some of the events that will be happening this year. There will be a kickoff dinner Friday night with and Plain Air Artists. BBQ will be served for $8 a plate. Musical guests this year include Rio, the Gravel Yard and Cutthrout Trout.

 

